

Agents for the sale of Boots published b y the Assam Administration. 


Agents in India. 


(!) Messrs, Thacker, Spink & Co * Calcutta* 

(2) Messrs. W. Newman & Co., Calcutta. 

(3) Messrs. S. K. Lahiri & Co., Calcutta. 


(4) Messrs. A. M. and J. Ferguson, Ceylon. 

(5) Messrs. R.Cambray & Co., 6 and 8/2, Hastings Street 

Calcutta. 


( 6 ) Messrs. Thompson & Co., Madras. 

(7) Babu HariRam Dhar, B.A., Popular Library, Dacca. 

(8) Messrs. D. B. Taraporevala Sons A Co* 103 Meadon Street 

Fort, Post Box No. 187. Bombay. 

(9) Secretary, School Book and Useful Literature Society, 302, 

Bow Bazar Street, Calcutta. 

(10) Messrs. M. C. Sircar A Sons, 75, Harison Road, Calcutta. 


(n) Messrs. Students A Co., Cooch Bihar. 


Agents In England. 


\0 Messrs. Constable & Co., io, Orange Street, Leicester 
Square, W. C. 

(2) Messrs. Kegan Paul, Trench, Trubner & Co., 68— 74, 

Carter Lane, E. C«, London. 

(3) Mr. B. Quaritch, z I, Grafton Street, New Bond Street, W. 

(4) Messrs. P. S. King & Son, 9, Bridge Street, Westmins- 

ter, S. W London. 

(5) Mr. B. H. Blackwell, 50 and 51, Broad Street, Oxford. 


(6) Messrs. Deighton Bell & Co., Cambridge. 

(7) Messrs. Henry S. King A Co., 65, Cornhill, E. C., London 

(8) Messrs. Gnnaxay & Co., 54, Parliament Street^ S. W. 

Londcn. 

dl 

(9) Messrs. W. Thacker A Co., 2, Creed Lane, London, E. C«. 
(xo) Messrs. Luzac A Co., 46, Great Russell Street, London 


Agents on the Continent of Europe. 


(X) MM. Friedlander A Son, 11, Carlstrasse, Berlin* 

(2) M* Otto Harrassowitz, Leipzig. 

(3) M. Karl Hiersemasn, Leipzig. 

(7) Messrs. E. Ponsonby, Ltd.. 


(4) M. Ernest Leroux, 26 , Rue Bonaparte, Paris* 

(5) Martinus Nijhoff, The Hague. 

(6) Messrs. Oliver and Boyd, Tweeddale Court, Edinburgh. 
1 x6, Grafton Street, Dublin. 


Shillong s 


PjEUMTt* by H. H. King, Pbsss Sttferintbnbibnt, Assam* 







MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT. 
SEPARATE REVENUE BRANCH. 


No. M. 

Fbom 

Thu Hon’blb Mb. A. W. BOTHAM, I.O.S., 

SECOND SECRETARY TO THE CHIEF COMMISSIONER OP ASSAM, 



THE SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNMENT OE INDIA, 

DEPARTMENT OE COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY. 

• Shillong, the /% ~~ m m August 1914. 


Sib, 

I am directed to submit, for the information of the Government of India, 
a copy of the Report on the Administration of the Stamp Department in Assam lor 
the three years ending jrith the 31st March 1914. . 


I have the honour to be, 

Sib, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

A. W. BOTHAM, 

Second Secretary to the Chief Commissioner of Assam. 





No, US. 


Feom 


To 


B< FRIED, Esq., B. A., I. C, S., 

OFFICIATING SUPERINTENDENT OS’ STAMPS, ASSAM, 


THE SECOND SECRETARY TO THE CHIEF COMMISSIONER 

' OF ASSAM. 


Dated Shillong, the 10 th July 1914 


'Sib,. 

I hate the honour to submit the following Report on the administration of 
the Stamp Department in this province during the triennium ending the 31st March 
3914 . • 

2. There was no important change during the triennium under report in the law 
_ , . ■ , and rules. The only important administrative change 

^D^ortam changes m the law and was establishment of a stamping centre at Gauhati. 


3. The gross receipts from all classes of stamps during the triennium rose from 

Rs. 33,86,74)3 to Rs. 33,05,154 or by 1235 per cent, and 
Financial resuts. the net revenue during the same period rose from 

Rs. 33,14,860 to Rs. 36,88,283 or by 11*26 per cent. 

4. Statement I appended to this report shows the gross reoeipts from all sources 

under the Stamp Act and the Court fees 



Genoral Stamps. 

Court-fee Stamps* 

Receipts. 

Charges. 

| Receipts, j 

| Charges. 

p|S 

Sss 

J ■ « 

Rs. 

8,08,743 

8,38,635 

3,78,803 

Rs. 

21,672 

22,577 

24,929 

Rs. 

8,77,199 

9,42.356 

9,59,419 

Rs. 

18,719 

14,143 

14,831 


Act during the three years under report 
and the charges and net receipts under 
each Act. It null be seen from the 
figures reproduced iu the margin, that 
the gross receipts under both the Acts in 
the last three years have been gradually 
The total gross receipts from both taken together show a substantial 


increasing. 

increase. As may be expected the charges under General Stamps have also increased 
steadily with the increase in reoeipts, as they consist mainly of discount paid to 
vendors. The high charge under Court-fee Stamps in 1911-1912, was due to larger 
refunds being granted in Cachar in that year. 

6. The sale-proceeds of court-fee stamps (exoluding stamps for copies) rose from 
.. i . Rs. 22,37,610 to Rs. 25,58,838 during the triehpium under 

Both Valleys contributed to the increase. 

In the Assam Valley the increase was most marked in the year 1918-1911 and 
was spread over all the districts. The largest increase (Rs. ■55,839); ‘occurred ia 
Goalpara and ‘was due chiejfiy to the immigration a of : foreignersi 

Sibsagar comes next with an increase of Rs, 47,281 ^ which is. attributed to the institu- 
tion of a greater number of Civil ;aud criminal In Lakbimppr the 
increase of Rs. 32,880 was due to the institution of several suits of high value in 1911- 
1912 and to the large number of small cause court cases in 1912-1913, which may be 
attributed to the general development of the district. In Eamrup the increase of 
Rs. 13,706 was attributed to litigation and the issue of a greater number of coercive 
^/ jiuooesses at the instance of mauzadars. The increase of Rs. 9,920 in Nowgoug is 
to be due to the prompt realisation of prooess fees duo froiU;^ 

Gi^sianA also to tbe increase in the number of applications for copes; .apAvin 'the,' ; ; ^ 

Iu Darrang there -waa.au -increase 



Hills the increase of Bs. 1,474 is attributed to (1) the institution of a greater number 
of mutation oases owing to the rise in the value, of land on account of the decennial 
settlement in tjbe district, and (2) the increase in the number of petitions for registr%r : ; 
tion, renewal and removal of batkana, and (3) of petitions hied inboth the juhbial 
and Revenue courts. 

'■ In the Surfha Valley and Hill Districts, the increase in Cachar is ascribed to the 
institution of large number of civil appeals and of suits of high value. The increase in ; 
1913-1914 was due mainly to the realisation of a larger amount of penal fees from 
lessees who failed to pay their revenue on the due dates. 

In Sylhet the value of court-fee stamps sold fell from Es. 6,08,699 in 1912-1918 
to Rs. 6,04)271 in 1913-1914. Eor this, a decrease in litigation generally was probably 
responsible. In the Khasi and Jaintia Hills there was a falling off in the total revenue 
derived from the sale of judicial stamps which is ascribed to the institution of suits of 
smaller value in 1913-1914. The rise in the Naga Hills was due to an increase in the 
value of the civil suits instituted, and also to the transfer of Dimapur to the district. 

The receipts from the sale of stamps for copies rose from Es. 1,45,657 
Es. 1,59,077, during the triennium. The increase has been general and progressive^ 
and is probably due to increased litigation and the demand for authenticated copies 
of records. . . . 


The receipts from the sale of plain paper during the triennium, advanced from 
Rs. 54,068 to Es. 61,042. Except Darning, which shows a slight decrease, all the 
districts contributed towards the increase. 


6. The total receipts from non- judicial stamps during the triennium under report 

increased from Es. 9,49,410 to Rs. 10,26,180 or by 8*07 
per cent, as compared with the preceding trienniam. 


Non- j udicial stamps 


Although there has been an increase ou the whole under this head, there were 
decreases in 1910-1911 and 1911-1912, as will he seen from the following figures : — 




Year. 



Es. 

Increase or 
decrease per 
cent. 



1 



2 

2 

1908-1909 


■ (M 

• M 

• • • 

8,05,161 


1909-1910 

»»• 

••• 

• •• 

• • • 

8,80,761 

+ 8-88 

1910-1911 


• • . ••• 

• • • 


8,18,488 

-5-22 

1911-1912 

... 

■ • * «• • 

• • * 

• It 

8,08,742 

-1-19 

1912-1918 

• • • 

••• ••• 


• .. 

8,38,685 

+ 9 69 

1918-1914 

• •• 



... 

8,78,808 

+ 1T86 


7. (a) Impressed stamps . — The receipts from this denomination of stamps 
amounted to Its. 9,76,040 in the triennium under report against Es. 8,98,646 in the 
previous triennium, showing an increase of Es. 76,395. There has been a progressive 
increase of revenue under this head to which both Valleys contributed. 


In the Assam Valley all the districts show an increase. In Goalpara this was due 
chiefly to the immigration of a large number of foreigners. In Kamrup it is ascribed 
to the fact that the value of land rose and transfers were generally effected by regis- 
tered deeds. In Darrang the increase was due chiefly to the rise in the value of Civil 
suits instituted during the period under report. In Nowgong it was due to the 
increase in monetary transactions amongst new settlers from Mymensingh and Sylhet. 
The increase In Sibsagar is stated to be due to the faot that people are beco.miu^ mom 
careful' in hnviag their bonds duly executed. In Ledchimpw the increase is: attributed 
.elnefly to the increase in the number of deeds executed by oul&!^ 
by th^m fbr.purchasing cattle in 1912-1913. The inerease in;&e Garb Hills VKaa ; dus 
Jioi jhs;jg»ea|oi ; iiu^^ bonds hr the 

j : l v;v^ i 

•^v Sill 



8. (b) Sundis of inland bills of exchange.— T Hhe revenue derived fromihis source 
amounted to Rs< .227 as against Rs. 1,598 during the preceding triennium. The 
receipts are indgnificant and are gradually falling, as the popularity of this form of 
remittance has d^Jlined markedly of recent years. » 

_9. (c) Impressed stamps as defined m section 2 (13) (a) of the Stamp Act.— -The 
receipts under this head during the triennium under report amounted to Es. 4,958 
as against Es. 4,286 in the last triennium, showing an increase »of Es. 692 or 16*22 
per cent . 

10. (d) Foreign hill This denomination of stamps is hot used in this 

province. . • 

11. (0) Stamps fpr;:Iieg^‘]^aciHimMrs K licenses.— The revenue realised from the 
sale of this class of stamps rose from Es: 22,789 during the last triennium to Es. 28,701 
during the triennium under report. The inorease is due to the gradual increase in 
the number of Legal Practitioners. 

12. (/) Share transfer stamps. — These stamps are used for the payment of stamp 
duty on transfer pf the shares of public companies and associations.. The receipts 
decreased from Es. 619 to Es. 80 during the triennium under report. 

18. (g) Notarial stamps.— These are one-rupee foreign bill stamps over-printed 
with the word “ Notarial ” under Rule 15 (d) of the rules issued with the Government 
of India’s Notification No. 3S32Exo., dated the 29th June 1906. The sale of these 
stamps realised Rs. 424 as against Es. 609 in the preceding triennium. . No particular 
cause has been assigned for the decrease. 

14. {hf Forms for cheques or receipts. — The receipts under this head amounted 
to Es. 1,332 against Rs, 358 in the preceding triennium. 

15. Statement IV shows the number of licensed vendors of stamps and the 

discount allowed to them. The total number* of stamp 
Arrangement for the'Bakof vendors rose from 832 to 1,005 during the triennium 
stamps * ' „ underreport. The discount paid during the triennium 

under report amounted to Es. 79,868 against Es. 71,883 in the last triennium. The 
increase was the natural result of increased sales. 

During the period under report on only one occasion was inconvenience on 
account of. stamps not being procurable observed. This happened in March 1913 at 
Sylhet Sadr, where the local vendors failed to keep a sufficient stock of stamps .on the 
plea of want of funds. The vendors were warned. 

16. Statement V shows the number of cases in which deficient duty and penalty 

were levied by the Courts and persons entitled to receive 
Punitive action, of the Court evidence under section 35, and by Collectors under sec- 
Eevenue O ees. tions 32, 37, 40 and 41 of Act II of 1 899. The total 

number of cases dealt with by the Civil Courts during the triennium under . report 
was 1,449 against 1,117 in the preceding triennium, with an increase of Es. 1,366 
in the duty and penalty. Cases decided by the Revenue Officers during the same 
period increased by 318 and the duty and penalty realised by such officers rose 
from Es. 8,360 to Es. 9,724. 

Both Valleys and nearly all the districts contributed to the increase in receipts 
under this head. 

17. Statement VI shows the resultsof prosecutions for the infringement of the 
provisions of ‘the Stamp Act. The number of cases instituted was 09, in Which 
101 persons were brought to trial against 18 cases and 17 persona in the preceding 
triennium. The fines imposed amounted to Rs. 495 as against Es. 145-8 And the 
number of persons convicted was 91 against 16. A sum of Rs. 15 was disbursed as 
Rewards. 

In the Assam Valley there were 22 prosecutions resulting in the conviction of 
23 persons, the total amount of fines being Es. 121 during the three years uhder 


v ia tbe Surma Valley there were no prosecutions daring the . trienniiam; uhder { rkM 
except in the Sylhet district, where' the total for the ; ‘ 




Eesralt ox action of Collectors 
in testing valuation of estates in 
respect of which applications for 
probate or letters of ^ministration, 
were made. 


18. Statement VII shows the ‘ result of action taken by Collectors to fest the 

valuation of estates, in respect o£ which; probate 
letters of administration ; had been applied for during the 
triennium under report. There were 92 applications for; 
probate and letters of '•admtnfebari&>n; • 
preceding triennium, and, enquiries to test the valuations 

were made in 89 oases against 84* in the preceding triennium. The total amount of 
deficit duty realised in consequence was Rs. 388. against Rs. 1,172 in the preceding 
three years. The -proportion, borne by the deficit duty realised to the amount originally 
paid was 23*92 against 29*83 in the preceding triennium. No case of serious under* 
variation was discovered during the period under report. 

19. Fraudulent abstraction of Court-fee labels from records and defalcation of 
stamps.— Th&m was no defalcation of stamps during the period under report, but the 
Subdivisionai Officer of Karimganj, when making his half-yearly, verification of the 
stamps in his sub-treasury on the 31st. March ,1914, found that thirty packets of 
ordinary post cards valued at Rs. 7-8 were short. The treasurer made good the loss. 
The fact was reported to the Comptroller under Article 20 of the Civil Account Code. 
The case is still Under enquiry. No case of fraudulent abstraction of.. Court-fee 
labels from the records came to notice during the period under report. 

20. The rules for custody, sale and. defacement of stamps and those for the 

periodic examination of the stock of stamps were reported 
to be duly observed during the period. 


Observation o£ Stamps laws. 


I have the honour to be, . 

Sib, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

r 

R. FRIEL, 

Offg. Superintendent of Stamps, Assam, 



STATEMENT L 

Altirad of Beeeipts and Charge* for He gear ending $Ut March ,1^14. 


Charges. 



R * fn “ u - c%. T ®“- 


. C°rt °f 

Cortot ««®P» **" 
N^-cCpt.. «L 



Under the Stamp Act 
Under the Court*fees Act .. 


9tS9f4J9 


Total of 


T 1912-13 
£1911-12 



Rs, 

Rs. 

19428 

4.433 

9&Z 

4456 

39.3” 

8,679 





26,629 

8.719 

34,020 

13.747 


Rs. 

3 , 53,874 

9,44,588 



R& 

12,006 

16 , 23 * 


















: a , .. ■; ; 

STATEMENT If. 


Shomng the details of Receipts on account of Judicial stamps for Ike year ending 31 st March 1914. 


A ■ ■ 

District. 

.-»■ 

* 

Sale of Court- 
fee .stamps*.. 

. Sale of 
stamps 
for copies. 

Sale of plain 
.paper used with 

Court-fee 

labels. 

Miscellaneous 

receipts. 

Total. 

1 

2 ■ 

3 :■ 

4 • 

■ ■ S' 

•' ' . 6 

Surma Talley and Hill Districts. 

Rs. 

' Rs. 

; . Rs. I 

Rs. 

Rs. ■■ ■ 



















STATEMENT IV. 

Arrangement* for the vend of stamp i during the gear ending Slst March 1914 


Number of 
vendors. 



Surma Valley and Sill 
Districts, 

Caehar 


Khasi and Jaintia Hills 
Naga Hills 
Lushai Hills 


Tptal 


Assam Valley Districts, 


Goalpara 
Kamrup .., 

Darrang ... 

Nowgong 
Sibsagar 
Lakhimpur 
Garo Hills 


Manipur 


Grand Total 


Total of 


/ 1913*13 ... 
(.1911-12 ... 


Discount allowed to vendors. 


On judicial On plain On hon-judicial 
stamps. paper. stamps. 



29.3 1 1 



































V 

; STATEMENT V- ■■ ■ 

Inefficiently damped or unstamped instruments on which duty and penality tberelevted hy Civil 
Courts and Collectors during the year ending the ilst March 1914.' 




District, 

By courts or persons receiv- 
ing evidence under section 
35 of Act II of 1899. 

«» 

By Collectors under 
sections 32, 37, 40 and 

41 of Act 11 of 1899. 

Number of 
cases dealt 
with. 

Duty and 
penalty 
realised. 

- 

Number of 
cases dealt 
with. 

Duty and 
penalty 
realised. 

I 

. . 

2 ■ 

_ 

3 

4 V 

• 

■ 5 





Rs. 


Rs. 

Surma Valley and Hill Ditiricts, 






Cachar .... 


• VS 

29 

178 

23 

I84 

Sylhet 

••• IM 


90 

620 

319 

2,013 

Khasi and Jaintia Hills ... 

Ml 

1 

1 7 

• • ». j 

• * ft 

Naga Hills ... 


• •• 

Ml 

, a.* 

m • • 

• • ■ 

Lushai ,, ... 

• • « • • m 

• • 

• a. 

. ••• 

• » • 

■ ••• 


Total 


120 

815 

342 

2,197 

> Amm Valley Dietriete. 




■ ■ ■ ' 


Goal para 

* «, • 

Ml 

27 

*73 

17 

: .88 

Kamrup 

••• 

... 

91 

560 

48 

" . '83* 

Darrang 

* . . . . i: 

Ill 

54 

446 

*7 1 

“9 

Nowgong 

• •• »M 


•48 

263 

• •• 

• *. 

Sibsagar 


• 

Ml 

110 

655 

7 

34 

Lakhimpur 

IM ••• 

M, 

74 

576 

. 125 

1,634 

Garo Hills ... 

»M »*« 

* ••• 

2 

II 

V ft • 

aaa . 


Total 

... 

406 

" ”2,684 

214 

2,106 

Manipur ... 

Ml IM 

Ill 

• • • 

• •a 

••• 

• • • 

/ ■ 

Grand Total 

III 

526 

3,499 

55 6 

4,303 


Total of f , 9 ,3 * I 3. 

• •• 

■O 

‘3,534 

455 

3|2 1 1 


*CU 4 I m mm mm mm 

1911-12 

#** 1 

■a 

3,038 

401. 

2,210 



























STATEMENT VI. 

Stamp prosecutions and results during the year ending the 31^ March 1914. 


Number of persons. 


Number 

District. of cases 

• instituted. Brought 
to trial. 



Surma Valley and Hill 
Districts. 

Cstcli3>r ... Mt 

Sylhet 

Khasi and Jaintia Hills ... 
Naga Hills ... 

Lushai „ ... 


Assam Valley Districts . 


Goalpara 

Kamrup 

Darrang 

Nowgong 

Sibsagar 

Lakhimpur 

Garo Hills 


Manipur 


Grand Total 


Total off JJJfjf •” 

l I9U"12 ... 


Amount Amount 
of fines of reward's Remarks, 
imposed, disbursed. 



21 

35 

16 

3 1 

53 

52 

*7 

24 

23 



One case was 
struck off, as 
the accused 
was not trace- 
able. 



























Tii 

STATEMENT VII, 


Showing result 0/ action taken by Collector to test valuation of estates for which applications for 
probate and letters of administration were put in in the year ending the Z 7 st March 1914* 


































